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Abstract  

The first education policy of the twenty-first century to focus on the national 
development goal is NEP 2020. Every person's creative potential should be fostered in 
accordance with this policy. This approach is based on the idea that education should 
promote a person's literacy, moral and emotional development, as well as their 
cognitive, logical, and social progress. Many issues, including those pertaining to 
curriculum, consistency, and access, currently plague the Indian educational 
system.NEP 2020 is a comprehensive strategy that encourages educational relevance, 
inclusivity, and adaptability. Consequently, the focus of the Indian educational system 
is shifting from teachers to students, from knowledge to information, from grades to 
skills, from tests to experiments, from learning to research, and from choice to 
competency.NEP 2020 is built upon the five guiding pillars of access, equity, quality, 
affordability, and accountability. This strategy will better prepare Indian students to 
face the nation's and the world's issues. The policy offers suggestions on a variety of 
subjects, such as multidisciplinary and holistic education, teacher professional 
development, institutional autonomy, and technology integration.The current study 
examines potential solutions for NEP 2020's successful implementation while critically 
analysing the main obstacles to its implementation. Inadequate finance, a lack of 
qualified teachers, the digital gap, institutional change opposition, stakeholder 
ignorance, language-related issues, and differences between rural and urban 
educational institutions are some of the major obstacles identified by the study.The 
study comes to the conclusion that while NEP 2020 has the potential to completely 
change the Indian educational system, successful implementation techniques can assist 
close the gap between the creation of policies and their actual application, supporting 
India's sustainable educational growth. 
Key words:NEP 2020, Challenges, Strategies, Policy Implementation, Education 
System.  
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Introduction 

On July 29, 2020, the Indian government unveiled the National Education Policy (NEP) 

2020, a comprehensive educational reform whose main goal is to change the country's 

educational system. The National Education Policy of 1986 is superseded by the NEP 

2020, which replaces the 10+2 educational system with a new 5+3+3+4 system. A new 

education policy has to be implemented because the old one had a number of structural 

and practical flaws. In order to make India's educational system contemporary, adaptable, 

and globally competitive, a new policy has been implemented.The National Education 

Policy of 1986 had a number of problems, such as poor examination procedures, unclear 

roles between the federal and state governments, and problems with budgetary 

management. The National Education Policy 2020's main purpose is to prepare Indian 

students for the twenty-first century, which involves developing their employability, 

skills, and sense of global citizenship in light of changing global demands. Quality, 

equity, and accessibility are at the centre of the National Education Policy 2020's 

emphasis on comprehensive, multidisciplinary, and skills-based education. The National 

Education Policy 2020 equips students to successfully address the problems of the 

twenty-first century by integrating a number of components, including digital learning, 

teacher preparation, and vocational education.However, only when a policy is 

successfully implemented can it be deemed successful. Only when a policy is put into 

practice will its goals be achieved; otherwise, it will only be a document. A policy's 

effective execution depends heavily on the federal and state governments, educational 

establishments and educators. Since they have direct contact with the students, educators 

are thought to be the most important factor in this regard.Because of this policy's 

emphasis on experiential learning, competency-based education, and technological 

integration, teacher preparation, awareness, and a positive outlook are essential. 

Furthermore, strong monitoring, resource availability, and stakeholder cooperation are 

crucial for successful implementation. This paper analyses the major challenges 

anticipated in the implementation of the National Education Policy 2020 and, 

concurrently, proposes practical strategies to address them. 
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Literature Review 

Gupta, M. & Saini, K. (2026) Conducted a study on “Awareness of college students 

regarding National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: A critical analysis”. The findings 

reveal that students possessed moderate level of awareness about the policy.The study 

highlighted the necessity of increased communication and awareness campaigns in order 

to guarantee the policy's successful implementation. 

Gupta, M., & Saini, K. (2026)conducted a study on“An investigation into college 

student’s perceptions of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020”. The study reveal 

that students held a positive attitude about the policy.But the study also revealed a lack of 

knowledge and worries about infrastructure, teacher readiness, and efficient execution. 

The authors stressed that in order to guarantee NEP 2020's successful adoption, more 

awareness and better implementation techniques are required. 

Gupta, D. M., & Saini, K. (2026) conducted a study on“A study of knowledge of 

college students regarding National Education Policy (NEP) 2020”. The study reveal that 

students had a satisfactory knowledge of the policy’s objectives and provisions. The 

author comes to the conclusion that attaining high-quality and accessible higher 

education requires raising awareness and implementing NEP 2020 effectively. 

Singh, M., Ishaq, M., & Amarjeet (2024) conducted a study on Impact of New 

Education Policy 2020: Challenges and Opportunities.The effects, prospects, and 

difficulties of NEP 2020 are examined in this study. The reform of the educational 

system, a multidisciplinary approach, the use of technology, teacher development and 

training, inclusive education, credit banks, and flexible education systems are all included 

in the current research paper. The answers to the difficulties in implementing policies 

have not been covered in this paper. How the money will be set up to carry out the policy 

is unclear. The technological divide between rural and urban areas has not been 

addressed. Additionally, it is unclear how industry and education will be coordinated. As 

a result, further study can be done on the collaboration between the public and 

commercial sectors, financial agreements, and initiatives to support researchers. If all 

these aspects are studied in more depth, then this research can become more effective. 
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Rana, S., (2024) conducted a study on Exploring the Impact of NEP 2020 on Rural 

Education: Challenges and Opportunities.This study examines how the New 

Education Policy 2020 affects rural education. This research paper's primary goals are to 

analyse how the National Education Policy 2020 has affected rural education, identify the 

obstacles to educational development in rural areas, and identify the opportunities the 

policy presents to address these obstacles. This study is qualitative in nature. 

Comprehensive results that will be useful for future policy making can be acquired in this 

research study by gathering data from original sources.This research paper is useful in 

many ways. Policy stakeholders can get comprehensive information from it and 

researchers can also use it as a reference. 

Hamid, N., & Sharma, S.K. (2024) conducted a study on An Analytical Study of the 

National Education Policy 2020: Transformation, Issues and Challenges. The 

National Education Policy 2020's developments, problems, and difficulties are examined 

in this study report. This study paper's goals are to comprehend the New Education 

Policy 2020's impact on Indian citizens' social development, encourage integrated 

thinking, and look at the problems relating education policies to the industry's larger 

problems and future prospects. This research report is a descriptive study. This research 

paper's data came from secondary sources. The National Education Policy 2020 is a 

significant step toward encouraging innovation in the field of education, according to the 

research paper's analysis. Children and the country will gain from the policy's 

execution.Although there are obstacles to the policy's implementation at the local level, 

there are also solutions. The research article also offers suggestions on problems. This 

research report examines problems and changes. 

Thakur, P., Devi, L., &Patyal, D. (2023) conducted a study on NEP 2020 of India: 

Opportunities and Challenges Ahead.In light of the National Education Policy 2020, 

this study examines the prospects and difficulties. The National Education Policy, which 

seeks to fundamentally alter the Indian educational system, is thoroughly covered in the 

study paper. The research paper's analysis demonstrates how the National Education 

Policy 2020 anticipates the system's overall evolution. By 2030, this policy will have 

made progress toward its goal. The research paper's analysis demonstrates how the 
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National Education Policy 2020 has created several chances for both elementary and 

postsecondary education. However, there are numerous obstacles to the policy's 

execution that must be overcome.Through this research paper, students will know the 

opportunities and challenges of policy, which will increase their level of knowledge 

towards policy. This research paper will also serve as a useful reference for policy 

makers, which they can use for future planning. 

Gupta, H., & Yadav, P. (2023) conducted a study on Major attractions & challenges of 

National Education Policy 2020: A comparative overview.This study primarily 

illustrates the distinctions between the National Education Policy of 1986 and the 

National Education Policy of 2020. This study focuses on the problems with the National 

Education Policy of 1986 that led to the creation of the National Education Policy of 

2020. The implementation of the new education strategy 2020 and the upcoming 

difficulties are also covered in this study report.This study demonstrates how the National 

Education Policy 2020 is progressive and offers a fresh perspective on the Indian 

educational system, bringing it closer to global norms. 

Venkateshwarlu, B. (2021) conducted a study on A Critical study of NEP 2020: Issues, 

Approaches, Challenges, Opportunities and Criticism.In the framework of the 

National Education Policy, this research paper addresses the policy's problems, strategies, 

chances, difficulties, and criticism. This research paper's goal is to go into great detail 

about each of the aforementioned subjects. Higher education as well as school education 

have been explored. The analysis of this research demonstrates that by offering high-

quality, appealing, and reasonably priced education, this policy is making progress 

toward accomplishing its goals. It is anticipated that the goals will be accomplished 

between 2020 and 2030. The modifications began in 2020–2021 and will last until 2030. 

Kumari, S. (2020) conducted a study on NEP 2020 Challenges to Teachers 

Education.This study paper's goal is to examine the difficulties in teacher preparation 

within the framework of the 2020 National Education Policy. This research report 

provides a detailed discussion of the primary issues with teacher education and classroom 

concerns, along with recommendations for future development. Examining the research 

report reveals a number of issues that still need to be resolved in the field of teacher 
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education, including poor curricula, a lack of technology, traditional teaching methods, 

quality concerns, and many more. 

Research Methodology 

This study employs a theoretical and analytical approach. Data for the study has been 

obtained from secondary sources, such as government reports, academic research papers, 

journals, and official documents. Challenges and strategies related to policy 

implementation have been examined through a review of the literature. The findings of 

this research paper have been substantiated through the application of critical analysis 

and content analysis techniques. 

Major Features of NEP 2020 

Holistic and Multidisciplinary Education- NEP 2020 promotes interdisciplinary and 

holistic education in higher education. This approach allows students to choose subjects 

from different disciplines by reducing the rigid separation between traditional streams 

such as Arts, Science, and Commerce. Through a flexible curriculum structure, students 

can select combinations of Major and Minor subjects according to their interests and 

career goals. Such flexibility encourages creativity, critical thinking, problem-solving 

abilities, and innovation among students, while also supporting their overall intellectual 

and personal development. 

Digital Education- NEP 2020 emphasizes the advancement of digital education to 

improve the efficiency, accessibility, and modernity of the teaching-learning process. The 

policy encourages the use of digital learning resources, virtual laboratories, e-learning 

platforms, and online modes of education. It also focuses on developing technological 

skills among both teachers and students so that they can adapt to the rapidly changing 

digital environment. Through platforms such as DIKSHA and SWAYAM, along with 

other digital initiatives, efforts are being made to provide quality education to students in 

rural and remote areas, thereby promoting inclusive and equitable learning opportunities. 

Vocational Education- Under NEP 2020, vocational education has been integrated as an 

essential component of the education system with the aim of providing students with 
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skill-based and employment-oriented learning. The policy proposes that students should 

be introduced to various vocational skills from Grade 6 onwards, along with 

opportunities for internships and hands-on training. This initiative seeks to enhance 

students’ practical knowledge, productivity, employability, and self-reliance. In addition, 

the policy gives special importance to the inclusion of regional arts, crafts, agriculture, 

technology, and other livelihood-oriented fields within the curriculum, thereby 

connecting education with real-life skills and local economic needs. 

Teacher Education Reform- Under NEP 2020, the reform of teacher education is 

considered a significant step toward improving the overall quality of education. The 

policy emphasizes greater transparency, accountability, and merit-based practices in the 

recruitment of teachers. It proposes comprehensive teacher training programs that focus 

on professional development, technological competence, and modern pedagogical 

approaches. NEP 2020 also recommends the introduction of a minimum four-year 

integrated B.Ed. degree as the standard qualification for teacher education. The main 

objective of these reforms is to prepare competent teachers who can understand the 

diverse needs of learners and provide creative, inclusive, learner-cantered and effective 

education. 

Flexible Curriculum and multiple entry-exit system-  

To provide greater flexibility in higher education, NEP 2020 introduces the Multiple 

Entry and Exit System. Under this system, students can enter or leave a course according 

to their individual needs and circumstances without losing their academic progress. A 

student who completes one year of study will receive a certificate, after two years a 

diploma, after three years a Bachelor’s degree, and after four years a “Bachelor’s Degree 

with Research.”In addition, the policy introduces the Academic Bank of Credits (ABC) 

system, through which students’ academic credits are digitally stored and securely 

maintained. This initiative makes higher education more flexible, accessible, and learner-

friendly, while also allowing students to continue their education from where they left off 

at any stage in the future. 
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Challenges in the Implementation of NEP 2020  

 Financial Challenges-The effective implementation of NEP 2020 requires large-

scale financial resources. One of the major challenges is the inadequate 

availability of funds for the development of infrastructure, teacher training 

programs, digital facilities, and innovative educational initiatives. Insufficient 

financial support may hinder the successful execution of various reforms 

proposed under the policy, particularly in rural and underdeveloped areas. 

 Teacher related Challenges-NEP 2020 emphasizes the importance of training 

teachers in technology integration, skill-based education, and modern pedagogical 

practices. However, a major challenge lies in the shortage of qualified teachers in 

many regions, particularly in rural and remote areas. Additionally, adapting to 

rapid educational and technological changes remains difficult for many educators, 

which may affect the effective implementation of the policy. 

 Administrative and Institutional Challenges- The successful implementation of 

NEP 2020 requires strong coordination among the Central Government, State 

Governments, and educational institutions. However, the introduction of new 

policies and reforms in administrative systems creates several institutional and 

managerial challenges. Differences in governance, policy execution, resource 

allocation, and administrative capacities may affect the smooth and uniform 

implementation of the policy across the country. 

 Technological Challenges- To promote digital education effectively, the 

availability of internet connectivity, smart devices, and technological 

infrastructure is essential. However, in many rural and remote areas, the lack of 

adequate digital facilities and resources creates significant obstacles to the 

implementation of NEP 2020. This digital divide limits students’ access to online 

learning opportunities and affects the equitable delivery of quality education. 

 Language and Curriculum Challenges- In many states, the implementation of 

new curricula and mother-tongue-based education presents significant challenges. 

One major difficulty is the preparation of high-quality learning materials that are 
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appropriate for different languages and diverse geographical and cultural contexts. 

Additionally, ensuring uniformity in curriculum delivery and availability of 

trained teachers for multilingual education further complicates the effective 

implementation of the policy. 

 Equity and Inclusion Challenges- The primary objective of NEP 2020 is to 

ensure inclusive and equitable education for all children. However, regional, 

social, and economic inequalities continue to pose significant challenges in 

providing quality education to marginalized and disadvantaged groups. Limited 

access to educational resources, infrastructure, trained teachers, and digital 

facilities in certain areas may hinder the achievement of equal learning 

opportunities for every student. 

Strategies for effective Implementation of NEP 2020 

 Teacher Training- For the effective implementation of NEP 2020, it is essential 

to provide teachers with regular training in modern pedagogical methods, digital 

technology, and skill-based education. Continuous professional development 

programs can help teachers adapt to changing educational practices, improve their 

teaching effectiveness, and successfully implement the objectives of the policy in 

classrooms. 

 Educational Funding- To ensure the successful implementation of NEP 2020, 

the government should allocate adequate funds and resources to the education 

sector. Sufficient financial support is necessary for developing educational 

infrastructure, improving digital facilities, conducting teacher training programs, 

and implementing innovative educational reforms effectively across all regions. 

 Digital Infrastructure- To promote digital education effectively, schools and 

educational institutions should ensure the availability of internet connectivity, 

smart classrooms, digital devices, and e-learning facilities. Strengthening 

technological infrastructure will enhance the teaching-learning process, improve 

access to quality education, and support the successful implementation of digital 

initiatives under NEP 2020. 
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 Awareness Programs- Students, parents, teachers, and the general public should 

be made aware of the goals and benefits of NEP 2020 through various awareness 

campaigns and outreach programs. Such initiatives can help develop a clear 

understanding of the policy, encourage active participation of stakeholders, and 

create a supportive environment for its successful implementation. 

 Evaluation Mechanism- For the effective implementation of NEP 2020, a system 

of regular review, evaluation, and monitoring is essential. Such a mechanism 

helps in identifying shortcomings, assessing progress, and making timely 

improvements and corrective measures to ensure the successful achievement of 

the policy’s objectives. 

 Public-private Partnership- Promoting collaboration between public and private 

organizations is highly important for improving educational standards and 

expanding educational resources. Public–private partnerships can contribute to 

better infrastructure, technological advancement, teacher training, research 

opportunities, and overall quality enhancement in the education system, thereby 

supporting the effective implementation of NEP 2020. 

Critical analysis of Challenges and Strategies 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims to transform the Indian education 

system; however, its implementation faces several significant challenges. Financial 

constraints remain one of the major obstacles, as large-scale investment is required for 

infrastructure development, digital facilities, teacher training, and pedagogical reforms. 

Without adequate financial support, the objectives of the policy cannot be effectively 

achieved. 

Teacher-related issues also influence the implementation process. Many teachers lack 

sufficient training in digital education and modern teaching methodologies. In addition, 

the shortage of qualified educators and resistance to change may slow down the pace of 

educational reforms. Therefore, continuous professional development and regular training 

programs for teachers are essential for the successful implementation of the policy. 
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Administrative and technical challenges further affect the effectiveness of NEP 2020. 

Bureaucratic delays, lack of coordination, and inconsistencies in implementation may 

create barriers to achieving policy goals. Effective coordination among government 

bodies, educational institutions, and other stakeholders is therefore necessary. Moreover, 

inadequate internet connectivity and limited digital resources in rural and remote areas 

widen the digital divide and restrict equal access to quality education. 

Curriculum and language-related concerns are also important. In a multilingual country 

like India, implementing mother-tongue-based education and preparing high-quality 

educational materials in different languages pose considerable challenges. At the same 

time, regional, social, and economic inequalities continue to affect the goal of inclusive 

and equitable education for all learners. 

To address these challenges, several strategies have been suggested, including regular 

teacher training, increased investment in education, strengthening digital infrastructure, 

awareness campaigns, effective monitoring and evaluation systems, and promoting 

public–private partnerships. However, the successful implementation of these measures 

requires proper planning, continuous monitoring, and strong commitment from all 

stakeholders. 

In conclusion, NEP 2020 has immense potential to bring transformational changes to the 

Indian education system. Nevertheless, its success largely depends on how effectively the 

financial, administrative, social, and technological challenges are addressed during the 

implementation process. 

Conclusion 

NEP 2020 represents a major step toward improving the quality, inclusiveness, 

flexibility, and skill-oriented nature of the Indian education system. The policy 

emphasizes teacher development, digital education, interdisciplinary learning, and 

vocational training in order to prepare students for the demands of the twenty-first 

century. However, its implementation faces several challenges, including financial 



 THE STANFORD JOURNAL  
 (AN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDIScIpLINARy RESEARcH) IJIN VALUE/ 

IMpAcT FAcTOR : 8.3 
Volume–3, Issues–3                                                                                         July-September: 2026 

A Peer Reviewed Referred Journal (Online Journal)                                                                   Page 165 
Website- www.thestanfordjournal.com                                       E-Mail journalthestanford@gmail.com 
  

 
 

ISSN: 3048-8923 

limitations, shortage of qualified teachers, the digital divide, administrative difficulties, 

language-related issues, and social inequalities. These challenges may affect the effective 

achievement of the policy’s objectives. 

This study concludes that the successful implementation of NEP 2020 requires adequate 

financial support, teacher preparedness, strong digital infrastructure, awareness programs, 

continuous monitoring, and collaboration between public and private sectors. With proper 

planning, commitment, and coordinated efforts, NEP 2020 has the potential to bring 

transformational changes to the Indian education system and ensure quality education for 

all learners. 
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